Information Literacy Tips and techniques – Gathering and Evaluating

We can all use some tips and techniques to help us avoid the pitfalls, save time and work smarter. Here are some for information literacy covering:

· Gathering – the need to evaluate
Gathering and Evaluating


The need to evaluate any information found

People generally think that if it is in the newspaper, on the television or on the web then it must be true. Think again, it’s not that simple, it is better to:

· not automatically accept all information as gospel

· check to see if it is relevant and understandable

· think about who has supplied the information and their reasons for doing so - evaluate it

· learn how to evaluate information for credibility, accuracy, authenticity, bias and currency
· not just take the first thing found - look further to search for something better, or that confirms or contradicts the first piece of information
See also

· Planning – what, where (to find information), why, how and when 
· Locating – information resources, how to find information
· Creating and Sharing – how to use and communicate information ethically; how to manage findings
Interested in learning more about these skills then speak to the local authority school library resource service and or literacy officer. 






Gathering and Evaluating – tips (Real & Relevant)





Skim and scan, highlighting key words


.


Focus on relevant information – reject irrelevant information





Make notes





Look for gaps in information – where else can you find it?





Look closely at how the information is presented - style and tone





Look for bias and accuracy





Dig deeper, look at associated links, references 





Evaluation checklist




















